were presumptively identified as group A streptococci (2) and serotyped by the enzyme extraction technique (PathoDx Strep Grouping Kit; Diagnostic Products Corp., Los Angeles, Calif.). The swab was then used to perform the Strep A OIA procedure following the manufacturer's package insert instructions as described below. In addition, the pledgets (plugs separating the media and swabs in the transport tubes) were placed in Todd-Hewitt broth and incubated for 24 h at 35°C. All specimens were then subcultured to the same plates as the primary culture, incubated, and read at 24 and 48 h.

